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THE CONCEPT «RAILWAY» AS A LINGOCULTURAL PHENOMENON

The concept «railway» representing part of a more complex concept «transporty
is at the very core of conceptosphere of any language which reflects its importance in
the life of people. The paper focuses on the specific character of the concept «railway»
and the peculiarities of its explication inherent to American linguoculture.

The word «conceptusy is a Latin medieval formation, which means «conceive»
and is the hyperonym of the notion, ideas, frame, script, gestalt etc. «Concept» is an
umbrella term embracing cognitive, psycholinguistic, cultural, linguistic aspects. In
cognitive linguistics, the concept has a complicated structure divided into linguistic
meaning and cultural sense.

Concept is considered as both a cultural and linguistic-cognitive phenomenon,
«a basic cultural cell in the mental world of a many [3, p. 115]. Concept is a mental
structure that represents the knowledge of an individual about a particular segment of
the world: it is something in the form of which the culture enters the mental world.
Concepts are not only contemplated, they are experienced through emotions, likes and
dislikes, and sometimes collisions. The concept is also a discrete unit of the collective
consciousness, which is stored in the national memory of native speakers.

The cultural concept is considered as a multidimensional meaningful construct,
where the notional, figurative and value sides are distinguished. The notional aspect of
a concept is the linguistic fixation of a concept, its name, description, feature structure,
definition, comparative characteristics of this concept in relation to other groups of
concepts. Figurative elements of the concept refer to a metaphorical interpretation of
objects and phenomena. The value side of a concept specifies the importance of it for
both the individual person and the entire linguistic community [1, p. 60].

The concept «railway» is a linguocultural phenomenon differing from the
cognitive concept, frame or script in special emphasis on the value component. The
importance and the preference of this or that means of transport (e.g. a horse, camel,
car or rail) and its status are reflected in the language manifestation of the concept in a
specific culture. The most basic cultural values are reflected in the metaphoric
structures of the main notions of the given culture, as Lacoff and Johnson pointed out.
Many linguocultures describe life as a travel. According to Lacoff and Turner,
cognitive metaphor «Life is a Journey» shows that «structuring of our understanding
of life comes from the structures of our knowledge about journeys» [3, p. 211].
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Concept has a certain «layered» structure that is not rigid. Its strata are the result
of the cultural life of different epochs. The special structure of the concept includes the
main feature, additional (passive, historical) features plus the inner form. The inner
form, the etymological criterion is regarded as a foundation on which all the other
layers of meaning are built [2, p. 193]. In a broader sense, the structure of the concept
can be represented as a circle. The basic notion — the kernel of the concept — is in the
centre of the structure, and at the periphery stays everything that is added by culture,
traditions and people’s personal experiences.

As far as the structure of the concept railway is concerned, we may single out
some typical directions of its metaphoric development, namely: 1) the type and the
speed of the vehicle (its design, safety, comfort); 2) the route (departure and destination
point, intermediary stations, stops); 3) the factors favouring or, on the contrary,
interfering with the journey (weather, the quality of roads, loads transferred, other
circumstances); 4) the purpose, the cause and the manner of travelling (e.g. a voluntary
or forced trip, a pleasure or a business trip); 5) travelling environment, companions,
the train crew; etc.

The comparative analysis of the concept «railway» shows that its value (reflected
among other things in fiction) is different for the American and Ukrainian native
speakers. The history of American society is inseparably connected with the
development of motorways, the car being the symbolic reflection of American spirit
and independence, the backbone of American character.

Most of the notions representing the concept «railway» are culture specific and
remain within the frame of particular culture and epoch. The progress of railways and
the changes in society bring fourth new notions and new dimensions of the concept.
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