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At the onset of the military invasion, the significance of western railway corridors
increased dramatically. The western routes provided access to EU territory and further
to ports, handling large volumes of cargo transported by rail. However, the substantial
rise in rail freight from Ukraine exposed several issues related to the integration of
Ukrainian railways with EU requirements. To address these challenges, the
implementation of a European-standard railway gauge within Ukraine has been
proposed.

This endeavor requires the construction of a European gauge railway network
within Ukraine, while strategically integrating it with the country’s existing broad-
gauge lines. To address this issue, the «Solidarity Lanesy initiative was launched. This
initiative aims to improve transport connections between Ukraine and the EU by
expanding the trans-European TEN-T network and advancing the construction of
European-gauge rail lines.

The implementation of a European gauge across Ukraine's railway network would
facilitate a rapid integration into the EU market, accelerating the movement of goods
and services. Achieving Ukraine’s integration into the EU railway system requires the
following steps:

- aligning railway transport legislation with European legal standards;

- implementing technical norms for the operation of the European rail network;

- streamlining and simplifying customs and border crossing procedures;

- upgrading and expanding border infrastructure (depots, stations, transshipment
terminals);
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- offering tariff discounts at underutilized crossings and allowing private
investments in strategic infrastructure;

- continuing the development of domestic intermodal terminals and logistics
centers.

To support Ukraine's future recovery, it is essential to expedite the integration of
its market with the EU single market and to expand transport corridors in Ukraine's
western regions. Developing an internal network of European-gauge railways will
facilitate effective interaction and logistical connections between Ukraine’s industrial
and economic regions and EU countries.
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The current state of relationships among individual participants in the
transportation chain during cargo delivery is shifting towards an economic focus. On
one hand, cargo owners are increasingly demanding higher service quality and
adherence to delivery deadlines. On the other hand, the railway sector is interested in
reducing the time that wagons spend at stations in order to accelerate wagon turnover
and decrease the need for an active fleet of technical assets. Therefore, to ensure an
effective technology for interaction between elements of railway infrastructure and
cargo owners, there is a need to develop modern service schemes that would enhance
the quality of transport services.

Currently, the existing technology for interaction among elements of railway
infrastructure in cargo transportation does not always meet contemporary
requirements. The efficient operation of the transport system requires the development
of a reliable and flexible technology for the interaction of railway transport

288



